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President's Message
Greetings from Tennessee to all friends in The Ninth Infantry Division
Association. I can say without contradiction, "We had a fruitful, enjoyable
reunion in Indianapolis, Indiana."
During the business meetings, the Board of
Governors took steps to move the association toward the time the Sons and Daughters Auxiliary will
take over the functions of the association. Of
President
course, that may be a few years ahead, but it is not
Paul Schumacher too early to begin the planning.
One of the actions is making The Octofoil
financially sound and not dependent on annual support from General
Funds.
Beginning July 1, 2011 , to receive The Octofoil will require a
subscription. This change will affect all Life Members and widows. Life Members and widows will
not lose that designation. They will , however, have to pay for a subscription to The Octofoil. We
cannot pass a debt like that to our Sons and Daughters Auxiliary. There will be no change for the
Regular Annual Member and Associate Member categories except for a change in the fees. New
rates are being determined and will be published in the newsletter.
Another significant change is the Life Member category and Three Year Member category, they will no longer be offered. As stated previously current Life Members and Three Year
Members will continue with their membership status.
A revision of the bylaws will be necessary and this is expected to completed early in
2011 and be published in the newsletter. These bylaw changes will be voted on at the 66th
Annual Reunion to be held in New Orleans, Louisiana.
It's an aggressive agenda, but an important one for the future of the association. Help
make it happen.
Paul Schumacher, President
The Ninth Infantry Division Association
Octofoil Library Project-For Members Only
Due to many generous financial and materials donations to the project by members,
another major step has been accomplished in this 65th year of association history. There are now
a limited number of DVDs available that include many items of 9th infantry Division history and
the evolution of The Ninth Infantry Division Association history. For example, the DVD contains
some of the history books written by Captain Joseph B. Mittelman, ,1ewspapers and magazines
such as Fort Bragg Post from July 1942 through September 1942, old issues of Hitler's NemesisOld Reliables-Notorious Ninth (precursor to The Octofoif) from June 1946 through February 1947,
and The Octofoil. These old issues of The
Octofoil are from March 1947 thmugh August
2006. Unfortunately there are a few missing
issues. All this plus many other documer.ts of
interesting history. It's quite a read and you
will be able to spend many enjoyable hours
reviewing and reminiscing the history. All the
documents are in Portable Document Format
(pdf) and should be easily opened, viewed,
and printed on your computer. To order
contact: t • II • •

www.octofoil.org
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OUR MISSION

This Association is formed by
the officers and men of the 9th
Infantry Division in order to
perpetuate the memory of our
fallen comrades, to preserve
the esprit de corps of the Division, to assist in promoting an
everlasting world peace exclusively by means of educational
activities and to serve as an
information bureau to former
members of the 9th Infantry
Division.

"Lest We Forget"
Worcester Memorial Service
Sunday, 10:00 a.m., October 24, 2010
Friends of Father Connors
Mass in remembrance of all the men who wore the
Octofoil; both the 4,581 who fell on the field of battle and those
who returned home and have since gone to their eternal reward
will be held at the Church of the Immaculate Conception,
353 Grove Street, Worcester, Massachusetts,
Phone# 508-754-8419.
A short memorial service
with laying of The Ninth Infantry
Division Association wreath will
follow the Mass.
Gail Eisenhauer will be
organizing a brunch following the
service at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. If
you would like to attend the brunch
please call her at
Hotel reservations are on your own.

TIP OF THE HAT
We thank the following members and friends for
remembering the Memorial Fund and our buddies who have
answered their last Roll Call.
Note:
Please make checks payable to:
The Ninth Infantry Division Association

Helen Clouser in memory of her husband John Clouser
Marilyn Martin in memory of Jack Collier
Dr. Martin Gross in memory of Jack Collier
Kenneth Jenks sustaining member donation to General Fund
William Ewald sustaining member donation to General Fund
Ralph E. Burris sustaining member donation to General Fund
Dr. Craig W. Larimer Memorial Fund donation
Arlene Silver in memory of her father Perry Kaye
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TAPS SOUNDED
The muffled drum's sad roll has beat the soldier's last tattoo;
No more on life's parade shall meet that brave and fallen few.
On Fame's eternal camping-ground their silent tents are spread,
And Glory guards, with solemn round, the bivouac of the dead.
Ninth Infantry Division Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients
S/Sgt. Herschel F. Briles, Co. C, 899th TD Bn; Near Scherpenseel, Germany; 20 November 1944
2nd Lieutenant John E. Butts*, Co. E, 60th Infantry~Normandy, France; 14, 16, 23 June 1944
T/Sgt. Peter J. Dalessandro, Co. E, 39th Infantry; Near Kalterherberg , Germany; 22 December 1944
Sgt. William J. Nelson*, Co. H, 60th Infantry; Djegel Dardys, NW of Sedjenane, Tunisia ; 24 April 1943
PFC Carl V. Sheridan*, Co. K, 47th Infantry; Frenzerberg Castle, Germany; 26 November 1944
Captain Matt L. Urban, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Renouf, France; 14 June to 3 September, 1944

* indicates posthumously awarded

Source: U.S. Anny Center of Military History

Rodger E. Alsgaard
F Co. , 47th Inf. Regt.

Edmond Cormier
F Co. , 60th Inf. Regt.

Jack A. Collier
C Co., 47th Inf. Regt.

Perry Kaye
H Co., 47th Inf. Regt.
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Roger E. Alsgaard
F Co., 47th Infantry Regiment
My father had often asked that I notify The Octofoil upon
his death . He was proud of his service and modest about his
honors. I have enclosed a copy of his obituary so that you have
his military information to post in The Octofoil. A newspaper he
looked forward to receiving each quarter.
Sincerely, Martha L. Alsgaard

Edmond Cormier
F Co., 60th Infantry Regiment
I am writing to let you know Edmond Cormier has passed
away on April 29, 2010 . You can stop sending The Octofoil. He
and I enjoyed reading all the news. Edmond was in F Company,
60th Infantry Regiment. He was in France, Belgium , Germany and
walked across the Rhine River. We were married 63 years.
Signed, Theresa Cormier

TAPS OBITUARIES

Reunion Updates
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Rodger E. Alsgaard
1915~2010
F Company, 47th Infantry Regiment
Formerly of Saginaw. Beloved father,
grandfather, and uncle passed away peacefully
on Friday, September 3, 2010, at St. Anne
Retirement Community in Fort Wayne. Age 95
years. Rodger was born July 22, 1915, in
Saginaw, Michigan, the son of the late Alice
Elizabeth (Boland) and John A. Alsgaard Sr.
He graduated from Arthur Hill High School with the Class
of 1934. He served as a Staff Sergeant with U.S. Army 9th Infantry Division during World War 11, serving in the European Theater
of Operations. He was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star
Medals. He married Jennie Prior on May 2, 1942. She predeceased him December 26, 1997. He had been employed as a
police officer and patrolman with the City of Saginaw Police Department for ten years. He later was employed by Wickes Corporation as Traffic Manger for twenty years. In retirement, he did
lawn maintenance at physicians offices and was a baker at Ryan's
Restaurant. He had been an active member of Calvary Espiscopal
Church , where he was a licensed Lay Reader, retiring after 30
years, served as Senior Warden on Vestry several times, having
the distinction of being the youngest person elected when he was
16 years old , and was a Chalice Bearer. He was a member of the
9th Infantry Division Association , where he had been Past
(continued next column)

President and had served as Secretary for 14 years, and was a
member and Past President of the Saginaw Valley Transportation
Club. He was a member of the Saginaw Lodge #77, F.&A.M., and
the Blue Lodge. Surviving are two daughters; five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

Jack A. Collier
1924-2010
C Company, 47th Infantry Regiment
AFTERGLOW
I'd like the memory of me
To be a happy one. I'd like
To leave an Afterglow of
Smiles when day is done.
I'd like to leave an echo .. .
Whispering softly down the
Ways of happy times and
Laughing times and bright
And sunny days. I'd like
The tears of those who
Grieve to dry before the
Sun of happy memoirs
That I leave behind when
Day is done.

Perry Kaye
1923-2010
H Company, 47th Infantry Regiment
On August 9, 2010, my beloved father, Perry Kaye (Kuniansky) age 87, of Miami Beach, Florida passed
away at his home after a long illness. He was born in Atlanta , Georgia on June 29, 1923 to the late Louis and Lena
Kuniansky and was also preceded in death by his sisters, Clarice and Jennye.
After graduating form Boys' High he immediately enlisted in the Army and took his basic training at Camp
Wheeler in Georgia. At Ft. Bragg he become a proud member of the 9th-H Company, 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry
Regiment-a heavy weapons company. He sailed on the troopship, Dorothea Dix, to land in Safi, North Africa on November 8, 1942. He served more than three years and fought overseas in combat in all eight campaigns of the Division, either as a runner, a radio operator calling in mortar fire, or a reconnaissance sergeant, as well as participating in leadership
responsibilities. At Cherbourg he received a Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Clusters, a Bronze Star for bravery and was promoted to sergeant.
In .1946, he married Bernice Sylvia Orkin with whom he has three children, Arlene (Keith) Silver, Karen, and Stuart (Jay).
After he retired at age 40 from successfully running Orkin Exterminating Company, he and his family moved to Miami Beach in the mid
sixties where he enjoyed golf, tennis, and fishing .
He was a member of both Temple Emanuel and Temple Israel, a supporter of the Miami Jewish Federation, and was founder
of the Miami Jewish Home and Hospital for the Aged at Douglas Garden. My father was a humble, generous and philanthropic man
giving to many causes, most often preferring to remain anonymous.
In addition to his three children, his is survived by his loving wife, Annamae, many grandsons and granddaughters, nieces
and nephews. His quick wit and wicked sense of humor, kindness, generosity, influence and guidance will be missed by those of us
lucky to have know and cared about him, but, especially, by those of us whom he loved.
He always looked forward to receiving and reading The Octofoil.
"Rest at ease, Sergeant Kuniansky, rest at ease."
Herbert E. Olsen
1925-2010
G Company, 47th Infantry Regiment
Herbert E. Olsen, 85, of Marstons Mills, formerly of Randolph , died on April 3, 2010. Born in Boson , husband
of the late Pauline (Mortilitti) Olsen, father of Karen Olsen of Marstons Mills and the late Carla Good of Cotuit brother
of Claire Maher of Orleans and the late Gerald Olsen who died in WWII. Herbert was a graduate of Wentworth Institute and Boston Architectural School, he worked as an architect for Red Coach Grill for many years and in his later
.
years he worked with Dunkin Donuts Company redesigning some of their stores. A WWII veteran , earning a Purple
·,.,
Heart serving in the 9th Division . He also served as president of the 9th Division which met twice a year. He loved
golf, and spending many winters in Marco Island, Florida.

Jack Collier
C Co., 47th Infantry Regiment
Dad was diagnosed with Multiple Endocrine Neoplasia around the fifth of August. While in the hospital he progressively got
weaker every day. He wanted to come home. On Wednesday, we brought him home under hospice. He died Friday morning , August
24, 2010 . He did not suffer too much. He is buried at Mount Lebanon Cemetery.
Email: JoAnn Bryant
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2010 Reunion
Indianapolis, Indiana
I am unable at this time to make a complete report on the
65th Reunion since the hotel has not sent me a final statement.
There were a couple of last minute cancellations that I
owe some refunds for, but until I hear from the hotel I do not know
if they allowed the last minute cancellations, or if there are some
penalties involved. Those who are due refunds will get your
money as soon as possible.
We should show a small surplus.
Bill Robey, 2010 Reunion Chairman

luncheon and business meeting and the veterans will have their
usual business meeting after lunch. Following the close of both
business meetings, approximately 3:15 p .m., charter buses will
arrive to take us to the World War II Museum for a special tour.
Following the tour we will have a catered dinner at the museum.
Some of you may recall we did this in Grand Rapids, Michigan
when we went to the Gerald Ford Museum. Thursday, after breakfast, the Sons and Daughters Auxiliary will have their business
meeting and later in the afternoon the Board of Governors will
have a meeting. Thursday evening will be the banquet starting
with a one hour open bar reception followed by dinner and raffles.
Friday morning will be the last breakfast and time to say so long
New Orleans-2011
until next year.
66th Annual Reunion
For those driving to New Orleans expect to pay a parking
Hotel Sheraton-New Orleans
charge at the hotel commercial parking garage of $20.00 per day.
Tuesday-Thursday, July 12,-14, 2011
Free parking close to the hotel is not an option in downtown New
The Board of Governors voted to have the next reunion
Orleans. For those flying to New Orleans there is a shuttle transin New Orleans, Louisiana. Take special note of the dates. Due to portation charge from the airport of $20.00 per person one way or
high occupancy levels on the weekends the hotel has agreed to
$38 .00 round trip. You will have to make your own shuttle transspecial rates if we come during the week, so we will take advanportation reservations. The only other additional charge will be for
tage of their offer. The special rate will apply three days before
the group photo, as usual, the cost of this is yet to be determined.
and after as usual.
The hotel is located half a block from the French Quarter,
The basic schedule will remain the same as in past
and convenient to most everything of importance in downtown. It
years. Tuesday will be registration day and Board of Governors
has 49 stories and 1,200 rooms. Don't' worry about being on the
meeting. The evening will feature a traditional New Orleans wel49th floor they are going to make every effort to keep all of us
come party that includes PoBoy Platters, red beans and rice, Jam- close together.
balaya , Gumbo and a keg of Abita (a local beer). Wednesday will
If you have any questions, call me.
start with breakfast, the Memorial Service, and the group photo,
and then lunch on your own. The Ladies Auxiliary will have their
Bill Robey, 2011 Reunion Chairman
(continued next column)

**** ****

CHAPTER AND AUXILIARY NEWS
TEXAS AND GREATER SOUTHWEST CHAPTER
Our previous meeting was once again held
at Summers Mill, Texas on April 22-23, 2010. Due to
the success of the barbeque prepared by Sam Burns,
with an assist from John Arnold, we agreed to repeat
at our next meeting November 5-6, 2010. We will
reduce the amount of appetizers and for the first time ,
Herb Stern
the members will each be asked to bring specific
President
items for our catered breakfast the morning of the 6th.
Mary Cooper reported on the plaque presentation for the
9th Infantry Division at Remagen. She noted how well the group
had been received by both the U.S. military and the local German
citizens. The chapter was well represented with Lavonne Blann,
Paul Blann, Mary Cooper, Betty Prochaska, and Charles Illsley.
The late Jack Blann was a member of the 47th Regiment making
the initial crossing for the 9th Infantry Division.
Previously our meetings have been on a Thursday,
departing on a Friday. This enabled us to enjoy a lower room rate.
This schedule precluded some family members from attending.
Therefore, our November 5-6 meeting will allow for a Friday arrival
and a Saturday departure. The room rate will be increased
approximately $10.
President Herb Stern spent twelve weeks in hospitals
and had two major surgeries. He is up and about, which is pretty
remarkable, considering this 90 year old made the original landings in North Africa in November 1942.
Hopefully this November meeting will see an even
greater attendance than the fourteen who were present in April.
Gordon A. Schneider Secreta

Florida Chapter
2011 Florida Chapter Reunion: The location to hold
the 2011 reunion has been narrowed to Ocala or
Daytona Beach. The reunion committee members,
Joe Cook, Faye Moser, Audrey De Donato favored
going back to Daytona Beach while Emil De Donato
preferred Ocala. The committee also expressed
Emil De Donato their vote to hold the reunion in the Spring rather
than in the Fall. In taking a survey of the regular members, most
voted that it didn't matter where or when to hold the get together
as long as they are healthy enough to attend. The lure of the
Atlantic Ocean caused many to choose Daytona Beach.
Daytona Beach Military Reunion : On October 8-10, Audrey and I
will have attended the reunion as guests of Linda McMahon,
Sales Manger, Daytona Beach Area Convention and Visitors Bureau . Those who attended our 2010 reunion will recall Linda as
the lady who came to our pizza party, but unfortunately could not
stay to enjoy the repas. She gave a brief talk, congratulated us on
our role in WWII and dropped off some note pads. While attending
the reunion, Audrey and I will engage Linda in the search for a
good restaurant and any attractions in the area close to our hotel.
We will pass on our findings to Joe Cook and Faye Moser and
then proceed with preparing the information sheet and the order
form to be sent out to the chapter members approximately five
weeks prior to opening day. Information will be printed in the next
newsletter.
From the Chaplain : Please say a prayer for the following members
who are recovering from their illness: Carlos Esteva, LeRoy and
Erika Miller, Ira Moser, Wally Richardson, Lila Stansell, Dolores
Van Der Poel, Joe Williams, and any others that I missed.
News Wanted : Please send news such as anniversaries, vacations, new grand child , birthdays, etc. to: Emil De Donato,_

GREATER NEW YORK AREA CHAPTER
The New York Chapter hope the Ninth
membership and their families had a happy and
healthy summer. Since the chapter did not meet
during the sweltering days of July and August
there is no news for this period. We did meet for
the first fall meeting on Friday, September 17,
Marv Levy
201 Oat 1:00 p.m. at our regular command post in
the·Franklin Square Library, Franklin Square, Long Island , N.Y.
Those attending were Joe Charvat, Anton Dietrich, Joe Killen,
Marv Levy, Tony Varone , and Al Zenka . 1st VP Dietrich opened
the meeting with members Pledge of Allegiance to the flag since
Prez Ed Harris was not able to attend. Convocation was given by
chaplain Killen and a moment of silence was observed for our
deceased buddies, MIAs and POWs.
Most of the meeting was casual in nature as we ate
lunch of pizza and soda provided by Killen . Since Secretary/
Treasurer Joe Maiale was not present we suspended the reading
of the Minutes and Financial Report. (Maiale was elsewhere at his
local American Legion Post being installed as post chaplain).
Killen gave each member a copy of the 65th Reunion Booklet
which Maiale brought back from the reunion. Everyone expressed
their approval of the 9th story so well presented by Erik Olsen's
publishing effort. We closed the official meeting about 3:00 p.m .
and had dessert of birthday cake honoring Anton Dietrich's 92nd
birthday. Varone let us know that he and Viola would be moving to
Florida for the winter months. In the meantime he was to undergo
treatment for a serious blood disorder. Yours truly will have colon
cancer surgery on September 21.
The next chapter meeting will be Friday, October 15,
201 Oat 1 :00 p.m. in the same command post.
Come one, come all!
Marv Levy, Recording Secretary

Ladies Corner
Most of the members that attended the reunion in July
were informed that I am now your Past President. I want to thank
Roslyn Gross for accepting the nomination as your new President.
Actually, I expected Roz to write this column, but we seem to
have had a problem of miscommunication so I am stepping up to
the podium one more time.
I have enjoyed the years of my presidency and certainly
will contribute to our auxiliary even on the other side of the podium. I know you will give Roz the support you all have showed in
the past to keep our auxiliary doing well in the future
See you all at the next reunion. Have a healthy and great
year. By the way, our membership application is on page 17,
please join us.
Judy Goldsmith, Past President
Ladies Auxiliary Ninth Infantry Division Association
Correction: As of May 1, 2010, Judy works for Frosch Classic
Cruise and Travel. You can reach her at 800-688-8500 ext. 235 or
send email to: judy.goldsmith@frosch.com

****'****

213th Board of Governors Meeting
Friday, July 30, 2010
Indianapolis, Indiana
The 213th meeting of the Board of Governors of The
Ninth Infantry Division Association was called to order by
President Joe Maiale at 1 :30 p.m.
After the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence
for fallen comrades, the business meeting began .
Board members present were Joe Maiale, Paul
Schumacher, Henry Geary, Lawrence Kaufman, Charles Illsley,
Ira Moser, Winston Campbell and officers Dr. Martin Gross, 1st
VP and William Robey, Secretary-Treasurer.
The first order of business was a presentation by Judy
Goldsmith, President Ladies Auxiliary about a proposed Caribbean cruise. The board listened to her presentation and made the
decision that the association would not sponsor the cruise, but
gave her permission to advertise in The Octofoil.
There was a general review of the transition
work being done to eventually turn over the operations of the association to the Sons and Daughters Auxiliary. This is becoming a
fairly complicated process and will probably take at least one year
to complete . There will be changes in the bylaws which will be
published in The Octofoil. Officers and members of the Sons and
Daughters Auxiliary are working together to plan a smooth
transition.
The Secretary-Treasurer reported to the board and the
financial statement is published on page 18. After discussion by
the board, a vote was taken to accept the report as submitted.
The vote was unanimous to accept.
William Sauers, Editor/Publisher of The Octofoil reported
that the division colors he took to Remagen, Germany for the
Peace Museum Bridge plaque dedication ceremony has some
torn places and needs cleaning. The board voted unanimously to
have him secure the necessary repairs and cleaning for which he
will be reimbursed. He also reported that the 746th Tank Battalion
Association contributed $500 to help offset the cost for the memorial plaque in Remagen, Germany. Charles Aldieri from Bristol,
Conn., an association member and member of the 746th Tank
Battalion Assn . was instrumental in acquiring this donation. He
also attended the dedication ceremony with his son in March.
Paul Schumacher and William Sauers then discussed
The Octofoil and its mounting costs. Currently it costs between
$12 and $13 per copy per year. Our dues, for cash paying
members are only $15 per year or $35 for three years. Life
members and widows do not pay any yearly dues. You can see
that this does not leave much money to continue the main operations of the association. They proposed setting The Octofoil up
similar to a magazine subscription, and in addition to dues, everyone would pay a subscription fee to receive The Octofoil.
William Robey, Reunion Chairman discussed the investigations for the 2011 reunion. Three cities were investigated, Fayetteville, N.C., Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn., and New Orleans,
La . The main drawback to Fayetteville was lack of hotels or motels with facilities we need for meetings and meals. None of the
hotels contacted had banquet space for more than eighty people.
Minneapolis came in with high summer room rates and other
costs were also much higher. In New Orleans the Convention &
Visitors Bureau responded and negotiations began with several
hotels. The Board of Governors voted to hold the next reunion in
New Orleans, Louisiana in July 2011 .
No further business came before the board. A motion to
adjourn was made, seconded, and unanimously voted . The meeting adjourned at 2 :55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
William Robey, Secretary-Treasurer

Minutes of 65th Business Meeting
Saturday, July 31, 2010
Indianapolis, Indiana
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Maiale
at 1 :30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of
silence for fallen comrades, the business meeting began.
Present were thirty-four members including seven
members of the Board of Governors.
Since there was discussion on July 30 at the
board meeting about The Octofoil, it was decided another report
was not necessary nor would there be any need for a newsletter
committee. Since our Judge Advocate was ill and did not attend
the Bylaws Committee was bypassed and the Miscellaneous
Committee was also bypassed . Only the Nominations and Finance Committees were formed .
President Maiale called for a thirty minute recess so the
two committees could meet and conduct their business from 1:45
to 2 :15 p.m. At 2:15 p.m. the business meeting reconvened .
Nominations Committee: Chairman, Henry Geary and
committee members nominated the following for those members
whose terms expired in 2010: Russell Bellanca, Paul
Schumacher, Winston Campbell, William Robey, and Dr. Martin
Gross. With no further nominations from the floor, the nominations
were closed. A motion from the floor to accept the nominations
was seconded and adopted by unanimous vote.
Finance Committee: Chairman, Dr. Martin Gross. The
financial state of the association was discussed and a budget for
the fiscal year from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2010 was recommended as follows:
Budget 2010-2011
Estimated Expenses
The Octofoil (including color issue)
Secretary-Treasurer Expenses
Contingency Fund

$10,000.00
850.00
500.00
$11 ,350.00

Estimated Revenue
Dues
Donations
CGM Fund Dividends
Memorial Fund Donations
Miscellaneous Income/Sales (Decals, Stamps, Maps)

DEFICIT

$ 4,600.00
4,000.00
500.00
2,000.00
100.00
$11 ,200.00
150.00

It is expected the deficit will be made up by the surplus
from the 2010 reunion, and the CGM Fund will increase their dividends. No further recommendations were made from the floor,
and on a motion by Dr. Gross and seconded by Ira Moser, the
budget was unanimously accepted .
A special report was made about changing the method of
payment for subscribing to The Octofoil. The members present
voted the following suggestion to be discussed by Paul
Schumacher and William Sauers about the future of The Octofoil:
"That persons wanting to continue regularly receiving The Octofoil
send in a subscription payment of the fee annually decided by the
Board of Governors." The vote was unanimous by the members
present.
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was
made by William Robey and seconded by Dr. Martin Gross. The
motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted
William Robey, Secretary-Treasurer

214th Board of Governors Meeting
Sunday,August1,2010
Indianapolis, Indiana
See page 17.

**** ****

Invocation
By Arlene Silver
Honored veterans of the 9th Infantry
Division, their families and friends and distinguished guests, it is my heartfelt privilege as
a proud daughter of a 9th Infantry veteran ,
and in behalf of the Sons and Daughters Auxiliary, to speak here on this occasion of remembrance, recognition and homage. I am
so grateful to John Sabato for giving me this
opportunity.
We gather at this solemn hour of
cherished memories to merge together the past and the present,
and to reflect on the achievements of the men of the 9th. We recall friends, parents, husbands, wives and children who are connected to the 9th in various ways but cannot be with us today.
Veterans here today recall their fellow 9th soldiers with whom they
served in combat. Remembered are a rainbow of feelings and
emotions from laughter to sadness, and from grief, fear and anger
to relief, hope and victory. Remembered are witnessed horrors
and celebrated triumphs . Remembered are the living and the
fighting conditions in the dirt, the cold, the heat, the rain, the hunger; and most of all, remembered are the thousands of living examples of loyalty, bravery, courage and faith set by the fellows.
There are so many shared experiences that make you brothers,
as much as, if not more, than shared DNA. Remembered are
those bonds of friendship and brotherhood torn and severed by
the ultimate sacrifice made by so many. And , yet, it is true that
because they continue to live in your hearts, they will never die.
It is another truth that a man's achievements make him
immortal. What are a man's achievements? They are not just the
promises he makes and keeps only to himself. They are the promises he makes and keeps to others as well. They are not just the
dreams he dreams only for himself. They are the dreams he
dreams for others as well. They are not just the gifts he gives only
to himself, but they are the gifts he gives to others as well. These
are his contributions to heal the world and make it a better place.
The dreams of liberty and equality, the promises of righteousness
and justice, the gifts of freedom and respect are among man's
greatest achievements. You, The Greatest Generation, contributed these to heal the world .
You are, indeed, a hard act to follow. Who are you?
What kind of men are you? Where does this strength and determination come from? Have this heroic sense of duty and the moral
principles of right and wrong, kindness and generosity always
been a part of the fiber of your makeup or did you acquire them
along the way? How did you get through the war? How did you,
like my father, spend three years overseas, from 1942 to 1945,
participating in eight campaigns and survive to become an "old
man" of the company at 21? How did you survive POW camps?
How did you endure horrific sights or suffer horrific wounds and
survive? Children always want to know what makes their parents
tick and who their parents really are. They do this by asking about
their parents' life experiences. So let me tell you what, I, a member of the subsequent Baby Boomer Generation, have learned
about you from having made your acquaintance at these reunions ,
and, in particular, from knowing and loving one of you-my fatherall my life.
You all have so many characteristics in common. You all
are the most humble of men. Whenever I have asked any one of
you , how did you do it, you inevitably answered , "it was my job to
do and I did it. The real heroes are those still there." In fact, I was
twelve years old when I accidentally learned that my father had a
connection to WWII. One day I found him in his closet rummaging
through a trunk of memorabilia. Looking over his shoulder, I pulled
out his Bronze Star. I knew it was probably something important
although I didn't know exactly what it meant. I asked, "Daddy,
what's this? What did you do to get this?" He answered , "for being
(continued next column)

a very good boy, now give it back."
You all think of yourselves as ordinary men who did your
ordinary jobs. We, the Baby Boomers, think you are extraordinary
men who did extraordinary things and possess an extraordinary
and inordinate love for family and this country. This does not
mean that you always love, admire and agree with the politicians
and government who run the country. That is quite to the contrary.
However, your basic love, loyalty and patriotism for America and
what she stands for never waivers . I finally understood this vital
and important belief is a core component of my father and his
per-sonality, and there were many instances throughout my life
that demonstrated this fact. I remember back in 19 something I
signed my teaching contract with the Atlanta City School System
for a big $9,000 a year. If you listen carefully, you can probably
still hear the faint echoes of my screams when I received my first
paycheck reflecting the taxes and other goodies taken out of it. I
complained about this to my father, and I will always remember
what he told me. He said, "You will never become poor by paying
taxes. In fact, you should thank God that you have the opportunity
to pay taxes in the United States of America. You will always be
rich for doing so."
Strong, a fighter, controlling, a leader, sometimes easy to
anger, often impatient, opinionated , overprotective, mannerly and
wise are some of the adjectives and phrases that describe my
father and most of the fathers of the Sons and Daughters Auxiliary
members. They expect the best from us and they know when we
don't deliver. Our fathers are generous and supportive but they
demand our honesty and insist we take responsibility. Whenever I
have my father's approval, I know I have everything . I am devastated when I feel that I have disappointed him . I am an adult with
my own children but I am , still and always , his child .
Presently, for my father, the enemy is time and illness. It
is not the Nazis with their bullets and grenades. Battalion Headquarters is now the 8th floor nurses' station at Mt. Sinai Hospital.
The supreme commanders, General Eisenhower, General Bradley
and General Collins have been replaced by his internist, his pulmonary specialist and his cardiologist. He rides in a wheel chair
instead of a jeep. A portable oxygen tank is strapped to him instead of a radio used to call in mortar fire. With effort, his pushes
a walker to make it to the next room instead of effortlessly marching to make it over the next hill. He recently told me that what he
is now enduring is many times more difficult than anything he had
experienced in the war.
I know that I am not alone watching my father travel this
part of his journey. Many sons and daughters have already been
here; while others, like me, are here now. Many sons and daughters have yet to begin. I would like to tell all of you that I have
learned more about my father and who he is not from his living
and his good health or wellness, but from his illness and his dying.
He has maintained his dignity in an undignified situation. I have
witnessed his strength, his persistence, his stubbornness, his determination, and his discipline to push himself to move, to eat, and
to try to regain what his body and health have taken from him. I
have seen the extraordinary soldier in him doing an extraordinary
job fighting to keep what he still has.
I guess I'm trying to say that there is a reason for everything . I'm grateful that I have this opportunity to get to know my
dad regardless of these hard sad circumstances. I am grateful to
have this opportunity to learn, firsthand , how men like you and my
father made it through your experiences of war and were able to
do what you did. I only hope that I have inherited some of these
traits. I hope that I have passed some of these traits on to my children . After all , I am my father's daughter. We, the sons and
daughters are our fathers' sons and daughters.
This is supposed to be an invocation, and there should
be something about prayer in it. So I want to conclude by relating
this story to you . My father came from humble beginnings. His
family had a little neighborhood grocery store, and several
(continued on page 13)
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L to r: Gail Eisenhauer, John Hoyt, Marjie Hoyt,
Maurine Roberts
L tor: Nona Hutchins, George Minari k, Only Rishel , Judy Rishel ,
Linda Jorden , Marliyn Martin

L to r: Charles Scheffel (91 years young) , Bill Safford , Wyett H. Colclasure (97 years young) ,
Chuck Dawson , Ruth Feole, Bette Prochaska

All photos courtesy of Susan O'Konski and Joseph R Maiale, grandson of Joe Maiale
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Missing Man Table
By Joe Maiale
As is customary at most veterans affairs, this is a ritual that is performed .

9TH INFANTRY

9th Infantry Division
65th Annual Reunion
Memorial Service
Saturday July 31st, 2010
Indianapolis, Ind iana

D

WW2

As you entered the room you may have noticed a table at the front, this
table is our way of symbolizing the fact that members of our profession of
arms are missing from our midst. They are commonly called , POW/MIA, we
call them brothers.
The table set for one is small , symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner alone
against his oppressors.
The tablecloth is white, symbolizing the purity of their intention to
respond to their country's call to arms.

Front row, I tor: Marilyn Martin, Only Rishel , Esther Barnhart,
Thelma Solar, Lavonne Blann , Jackie Armstrong

Memorial Service Color Guard

The single red rose , displayed in a vase , reminds us of the families and
loved ones of our comrades-in-arms who keep the faith awaiting their
return .
The red ribbon on the vase is reminiscent of the red ribbon worn upon the
breasts of thousands who bear witness to their determination to demand a
proper accounting of our missing.
A slice of lemon on the plate to remind us of the bitter fate and salt to
represent the families' tears as they await.
The glass is inverted to symbolize their inability to share a toast.

Charles Illsley representing Texas and
Greater Southwest Chapter

The chair is empty-they are not here. Remember all of you who called
them comrades, who depended upon their might and aid and relied upon
them for surely, they have not forsaken you.

Master of Ceremonies John Sabata
President Joe Maiale representing New York
Area Chapter

Front row, I tor: Henry "Red" Phillips , Walter Victor, Joe Maiale, Paul Golobish, Lawrence Kaufman , George Minarik, Sam Azzarelli
Middle row, I tor: Charles Scheffel , Ervin Walters, Col. Ralph Williams . Dr. Martin Gross , Willy Goldsmith, Clarence Ray, Ira Moser, Richard Stoltz, John Hoyt
Back row, I to r: Winston Campbell , John Rowe. Henry Geary, William Robey , Russell Bellanca , Paul Schumacher

**** 10 ****

L to r: Marlynn Ray, Clarence Ray, Betty Jo Stoltz, Richard Stoltz ,
Henry Geary, Jean Geary, Faye Moser, Ira Moser

Betty and Lou Prince with "Red" Phillips

**** 11 ****

Big Winner!!!
Bradley James Darr

(Invocation ...continued from page 8)
customers wrote to him while he was overseas. One was a well to
do, locally famous poetess who attended The Druid Hills Baptist
Church. She sent him a copy of a church bulletin that had published a poem she had written . My father wrote back to her, thanking her for the poem and added , "... but I must admit that I was
more interested in the Lord's Prayer which was inside .. .it really
inspired me to do my duty as a soldier should. Prayer is really
dominant in combat. I honestly believe my coming through this
campaign was due to the prayers of my family, friends and myself."
I never thought that my father was a very religious man .
We went to synagogue on the High Holidays, and we would light
the Shabbat candles on Friday nights before I went out on a date.
When I was very young, I received Christmas presents like so
many of my friends. After all, for me, it was about the presents.
Now, I truly understand that your strength , your determination, your principles of right and wrong, your kindness and generosity come from your families and from your faiths in a power
greater and higher that yourselves. All of us, your sons and
daughters, your grandson and granddaughters need to remember
this as we walk our path on your journey. It is up to us to help protect you as you have protected us. We are your legacy and you
are ours. We thank you for every story, every memory, every feeling and emotion and every word that you share with us. We can
then give these things to our children, and, in that way, you will
always be with us, and you will always be a part of us. We, too ,
will always be a part of The Greatest Generation. Thank you .

Clarence Ray being hustled by daughter Jane Mitchell for raffle tickets
while Jack Rowe is hustled by Theda Ray.

L to r: President Joe Maiale, Kaye Olson , and
Erik Olson

Front row, I tor: Marilyn Martin, Only Rishel , Bonnie Campbell , Esther Barnhart, Thelma Solar, Lavonne Blann ,
Judy Goldsmith , Rosalyn Gross, Jean Azzarelli
Back row, I tor: Lill ian Walters, Gudrun Fatlan , Betty Jo Stlotz, Ruth Victor, Jean Geary, Faye Moser, Jackie Armstrong ,
Elizabeth Williams , Mildred Billington

L tor: Kriby Schumacher, Joyce Schumacher,
Paul Schumacher, Jim Merrill, Glenda Baswell , John Baswell ,
Jeanette Taylor

L to r: Mary Ann Monk, Russell Bellanca , Helen Bellanca ,
Barbara Harris, Pat Blackman , Walter Victor, Ruth Victor,
Rev. Jeannie Higgins

L to r: Mary Kay Darr, Joseph R. Maiale, Bradley Darr, Joe Maiale,
Mack Darr, Rylan Mackenzie Darr, Bonnie Campbell , Winston Campbell
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Lavonne Blann , right, receives her traditional
white carnation from President Joe Maiale

The Ninth Infantry Division Association Memorial Address
"Making a Mark on the world"
By Rev. Jeannie Higgins
Esteemed friends and heroes, family, and guests: I am honored to again be
part of this special reunion group. It is such a
great day each time we see you and are
blessed to spend time with you. I particularly
want to recognize the members of the
Ninety's Club-growing each year and according to our recent Octofoil Legacy-65 members! Very fitting to celebrate 65 members at
this our 65th reunion .
You will never know how humbled I
am to be in the presence of such heroism, wisdom and history. I
honor you-we honor you-we continue to be reminded of the sacrifices you made on our behalf. We continue to pay honor to the
memory of those lives we celebrate this day. As we look around
the room and see the empty chairs, we are reminded at the fleetingness of life and the privilege we have each day to breathe in
the breath of freedom for which you put your life on the line-now
more than six decades ago. We remember those today as well
who are serving and defending the freedoms of many. Can we
just pause now and offer a prayer of protection to these who serve
and defend our country ... .. .. .. .... .
We have gathered this weekend to keep true to the Association Mission Statement which reads: ...to perpetuate the
memory of our fallen comrades, to preserve the espirit de corps of
the Division .. .
One of my favorite scriptures is found in the Old Testament book of the Bible-Ecclesiastes. Hear now these words of
wisdom found in Chapter 3, "For everything there is a season, and
a time for every matter under heaven: A time to be born and a
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted ;
a time to kill and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time
to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,
and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones , and a time to
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain
(continued next column)

from embracing ; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep,
and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and time to sew; a time
to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to
hate; a time for war, and a time for peace."
He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put
a sense of past and future into their minds ...
I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing
can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this ,
so that all should stand in awe before him .
He has put a sense of past and future into their minds ...
What a past the WWII vet has witnessed.
Some of you WWII vets were born near the end (or
maybe even before) another war-WWI.
What a journey! And oh , the events, the inventions, the
progress and yes-even the decline that has been a part of your
life.
We began the 20th Century with the infancy of airplanes ,
automobiles, and radio, when those inventions dazzled us with
their novelty and wonder. We ended the 20th Century with spaceships, computers , cell phones , and the wireless internet all being
technologies we now take for granted.
In 1916 the average price of a car was $600. A Model T
cost $360. The first commercial radio station was launched in
1920 in Pittsburg , Pa. and the first broadcast was the presidential
election results. Now you can program your own tunes; listen to
them without commercial interruption-and all that at your fingertips. By January 1927 commercial transatlantic telephone service
was opened between New York City and London by AT&T.
In 1928, the first color motion picture was exhibited by
George Eastman . In 1929, the collapse of the stock market in the
U.S. causes a worldwide depression . In 1930, the world population reached two billion people. Today it is almost 7 billion (6.7 to
be exact) .
In 1933, Adolph Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. That same year, the new FDR administration demanded
and received unprecedented power in an attempt to control the
economy that had spiraled out of control. The "New Deal" restructured the monetary system and created an array of federal agencies to regulate private industry and find jobs for millions on government-sponsored projects.
In 1935, The Social Security Act was passed . In 1936,
the first artificial heart was invented. December 7, 1941-Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor-the day the world changed .
We no longer see a test pattern on our TVs , nor do we
hear the National Anthem played-networks never go off the air.
We have created a culture that works, plays, spends, invests,
transacts, 24 hours a day; 7 days a week.
Today we would be hard put to imagine a world in which
sugar, gasoline, and coffee are rationed and the sale of new cars
and trucks banned. That meat, fat, cheese are rationed ; shoes are
rationed to three pairs per person per year-and that was for the
fortunate ones! Canned goods are rationed . Such sacrifices produced a generation that still saves and rations because they-you
know something of the temporariness of life.
Indeed, there is a time and a season for everything. We
remember that past and we hold the future in our minds.
But for this moment we live-that we call today/the present-we know the great joy that is ours to have lived and lovedwhat a precious and awesome privilege. What a privilege to witness the miraculous and amazing events and experiences of this
life-to look into the eyes of loved one and friends-to have the gift
of memory to recall all that we held sacred in our lives.
Life is not perfect and with every moment of laughter,
there has been a tear shed. But all of that-all of our joys and disappointments; all of our successes and all of our failures-make
each of us who we are. This life is fleeting and is a time of preparation for the life to come .
(continued on page 14)
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(Making a Mark.. .continued from page 13)
Today we celebrate your life! What a blessing to know
you; to love you and be loved by you. Today we remember those
whom we loved who have gone on to their great reward for a life
of love and service for the betterment of all mankind.
. While traveling to this reunion, my sister Mary Ann, drew
my attention to a poster in a Cracker Barrel that said this about
the veteran: "It is the Veteran, not the preacher who has given us
freedom of religion; it is the Veteran, not the reporter who has
given us freedom of the press; it is the Veteran, not the poet who
has given us freedom of speech; it is the Veteran, not the campus
organizer who has given us the freedom to assemble; it is the
Veteran , not the lawyer who has given us the right to a fair trial; it
is the Veteran, not the politician who has given us the right to
vote." (anonymous)
An American soldier represents not only a sacrifice for
Americans, but for all mankind in every land; on every continent.
An American soldier goes where he or she is sent because the gift
of freedom and peace is one not yet won for every human being.
But the American soldier is committed to a future for peace in
every land.
I am struck by the comradeship of you-the epitome of the
American soldier-a friend who would lay down his life for another.
This year, a WWII soldier-Bill Mauldin was honored as
the first of his kind. Recently a postage stamp was created to
honor him and I think in honoring him-every American soldier is
recognized and honored, Bill Mauldin , was called the "kid cartoonist" for Stars and Stripes, the military newspaper. His drawings of
muddy, exhausted, whisker-stubbled infantryman (Willie and Joe)
were the voice of truth about what is was like on the front lines.
Mauldin was an enlisted man just like the soldiers he
drew for; his gripes were their gripes, his laughs were their laughs,
his heartaches their heartaches. He was one of them. He came up
against General George Patton who informed Mauldin he wanted
the pointed cartoons celebrating fighting men, and lampooning
the high-ranking officers-to stop! Mauldin had an ardent fan in
Five Star General Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme commander of
the Allied Forces in Europe. Ike said, "Mauldin draws what Mauldin draws." Mauldin won . Patton lost.
He enjoyed great success in life-famous cartoonist for
Chicago Sun-times; 2-time Pulitzer prize recipient; best selling
author of a book called Up Front, Time magazine cover. Mauldin
died in 2003 at the age of 81. He had been scalded in a bathtub,
which led to terrible injuries and infections; Alzheimer's disease
was inflicting its cruelties and so he became a resident of a California nursing home.
Some of his WWII buddies heard of his suffering and a
call went out to remember this "voice of the soldier." More than
10,000 cards and letters arrived at Mauldin's bedside. Even better
than that, old soldiers began to show up to sit with Mauldin, to let
him know that they were there for him, as he, so long ago, had
been for them. So many volunteered to visit Bill that there was a
waiting list. They came bearing relics of their youth : medals, insignia, photographs, carefully folded newspaper clippings. Some
wore old garrison caps. Others arrived resplendent in uniforms
over a century old. Mauldin was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery.
The honor of having a postage stamp created in his
honor is one that most generals and admirals never receive.
One of my favorite cartoons of Willie and Joe shows
them sitting in a field of water with Willie's arm around Joe. He
says, "Joe, yestiddy ya saved my life an' I swore I'd pay ya back.
Here's my last pair of dry socks."
As we say in the church when we are stating the obvious
to the people who are already practicing the message when we
say, "You're preaching to the choir." But I want to say, that each
moment of life that we have the opportunity, we need to say
"thank you" and express our appreciation and love to the soldiers
(continued next column)

who are still living.
To those who have gone on to their great reward-You bet
we remember them . We shall never forget them . They and YOU
are why and how we are able to gather even today and enjoy the
freedoms of an American citizen .
To all the Willies and Joes-here is our last pair of dry
socks. You saved our lives and we find no other suitable way to
say "thank you" that just to simply and gratefully say, "Thank you."
But we also need to show it in our actions. May we continue to
pray for and work for and be the peace for which we pray.
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Here's a photo of Neil Aberegg
and myself in the Remember Museum at
Thimister-Clermont, Belgium. We were
there on Sunday, 7 March 2010.

ames av,
udderar served in
World War II between '43, '44, '45. He was a
Sgt. He is 85, he does not want to join but
would like his picture in your next edition. He
is 95% blind and 95% loss of hearing.

TAPS SOUNDED
The muffled drum's sad roll has beat the soldier's last tattoo;
No more on life's parade shall meet that brave and fallen few.
On Fame's eternal camping-ground their silent tents are spread.
And glory guards, with solemn round, the bivouac of the dead.

For these who have left a mark on this world and a mark on our
very souls, we honor and remember today with great pride and
gratitude your service to humanity, your country and the cause of
freedom .
Albert J. Baccile
Thomas P. Baskin, Jr.
Bernard Bennick
Warren Boulden
Paul Allen Bridges
John Celler
Mr. & Mrs. Fred D. Cline
John J. Clouser
Theodore F. Curless, Jr.
Edward A. Custer
Steven D'Angeli
Michael Dembitsky
Roger E. Elmer
Henry Endy
Leo E. Fatlan
Edwin E. Glover
George R. Helm
Peggy Hennemuth widow of William Hennemuth
lrven J. Hokka
Grady Holman, Jr.
Kenneth Holtmeyer
Carl H. Hull
Alvin James
Ruth Johnson widow of Doyt Johnson
Emil Langer
Francis J. Leo
Martina L. Maloney
Lewis E. (Chip) Maness
Arthur McDonald
Herbert E. Olson
Lee Phillips widow of Henry G. "Red" Phillips
Thelma M. Quinlan
Joseph L. Rappazini
Joseph E. Reedy
George Remaley
Fred H. Schroeder
Olido Starro
Constantine (Terry) Terricola
John G.Tschupp
Arnold Tomanek
Edward Tyszka
Dorothy G. Williams
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At 92 this is probably my last effort to locate a member of
the family of my driver Hal Fose or Vose, who was killed in an
In the recent issue of The Octofoil, April-May-June 2010, ambush just outside Barnville, France in 1944
I was struck by the article on Chaplain/Captain Anthony Delaura.
There is a memorial on the road just outside Barnville to
Chaplain Delaura was a frequent visitor to our battalion (1st
most of the men who died there. Vose's name on that memorial. If
Battalion, 47th Infantry) and always a welcome one.
the Anti-Tank Sgt. who almost shot me as I approached his
I am sending a
position in civilian clothes is still alive, maybe he could dr~p me a
picture taken in June, 1945 line. He loaned me his M1 rifle so I could return to check 1f anyone
, near lngolstadt, Germany,
survived. Five jeeps were involved . My Sgt. Spicey Defore, 9th Inf.
where the 47th Regiment
Hg. Co. I believe may have lived, wounded and PW.
was first sent for occupation
Please put this in the next Octofoil. Gratefully and
duty after ending at Dessau Congratulations on keeping us still going.
on the Elbe River at war's
Signed, Col. John Wessmiller
end.
This picture is of
Jack Rowe
Chaplain Delaura (center),
1st Lt. Henry "Hank"
' Kucharski, MAC 1st Battalion, 47th Infantry (left) and
Thank you for all your efforts in bringing another reunion
myself, Battalion Surgeon,
to the middle West. I appreciate it although I will admit that it be1st Battalion, 47th lrifantry
comes increasingly difficult to attend . In addition, there is only
(right).
one person I know, Ervin Walters. Luckily, he was my Comm. Sgt.
I had joined the 1st Battalion on January 3, 1945 in
in M Co., 4 7th so we spent a good time together and in combat,
Monschau, Germany and served with the 9th Division unit until
so we're well acquainted.
April 1946, including capture of Vogelsang, crossing the R~ur
I've told his family all of my "war stories," but they seem
River, the Cologne Plain, and Remagen, the Hartz Mountains, and to want more so I'll try and oblige.
·
finally to Dessau on the Elbe.
.
I guess you heard that I was out of "9th Inf. Div. Assn ."
I particularly want to note that Chaplain Delaura and Lt. car stickers. I asked Goody Fatlan to call you .
Kucharski were two of the most decorated and noteworthy memAm enclosing some money. Thanks in advance.
bers of the 9th Division.
Signed, Jack Rowe
You have mentioned some of Chaplain Delaura's
achievements, but perhaps lesser known is Lt. Kucharski who
Clarence & Marlynn Ray
received the Distinguished Service Medal in North Africa, the Silver Star in Normandy, the Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star in
Germany, the Bronze Star, and was promoted to 2nd Lt., I believe
Another great conv. & we just wanted to say thanks-We
as a battle field promotion from T/5; truly a remarkable record.
appreciate your time & effort that makes things go so flawlessly,
The above is why I believe the two men together is so
year after year.
My aunt's favorite place to visit in the 1930's & 40's was
unique.
.
Also I am enclosing a photo of myself as I quahfy for the New Orleans. So I'm anxious to see why she liked it so much. I
Ninety's Group having reached 92 years of age this year.
.
have a very unusual clock she got there-years ago.
I enjoy each issue of The Octofoil and look forward to its
I doubt back then she stayed in a Crowne Plaza, but
coming . Great work on your part and thank you very much.
where ever it was she liked it, so I'm sure it was "elegant" for the
Also enclosed is my check for the Memorial Fund.
time.
Sincerely, Craig W . Larimer
It was 66 years ago today Clarence was wounded the 1st
time-in France.
We got home Mon. nite safe & sound & hope you got to
MD safe & sound too. Thanks again.
Signed, Marlynn & Clarence Ray

**** ****
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214th Board of Governors Meeting
Sunday,August1,2010
Indianapolis, Indiana
The 214th meeting of the Board of Governors of The
Ninth Infantry Division Association was called to order by
President Joe Maiale at 2:00 p.m.
After the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence
in memory of fallen comrades, the business of the meeting began .
Board members present for the meeting were Joe
Maiale, Paul Schumacher, Henry Geary, Lawrence Kaufman ,
Charles Illsley, Ira Moser, Winston Campbell, Martin Gross,
William Robey, and Russell Bellanca.
Paul Schumacher and Winston Campbell were serving
our appointments to the board to replace members who were
deceased, and were eligible to be elected to full terms on their
own .
The first order of business was the election of a new
President. Paul Schumacher was nominated by Joe Maiale and
seconded by William Robey. There were no other nominations
from the floor, and nominations were closed. Motion to elect was
made by Henry Geary and seconded by Joe Maiale and the vote
was unanimous.
Paul Schumacher then took over presiding at the meeting. After a few short remarks by Paul about his plans for the
coming year, the rest of the officers were all re-elected by unaniLe Deunff and Walter Victor, 709th Ordnance Light
mous vote of the board .
Maintenance Company
After a few minutes of discussion by Paul about the
proposals for the possible changes in the subscriptions to The
Octofoil, no further action was taken except the board
With endless respect and affection, in
recommended that Paul and William Sauers continue their
recognition of your noble contribution
discussions about the changes and have recommendations ready
during World War II and in remembrance for the next issue in January 2011.
of those who sacrificed their lives for the
There being no further business brought before the
cause, a ceremony to bestow upon you
board , a motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and
the award of the "Legion d' Honneur" will unanimously voted to adjourn at 3:05 p.m.
take place at:
Respectfully submitted
William Robey, Secretary-Treasurer
Residence du Consul de France
1040 West Paces Ferry Road
Atlanta, GA 30327
Thursday, May 27, 2010 from 10:30 a.m .
to 11 :30 a.m .

Legion d' Honneur

.

. ..
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Kenneth

.

As I put down my Octofoil last night I saw those dreaded
words "EXP June 2010." How could I have been so thoughtless?
Accordingly, I hasten to send you the enclosed check for
a 3 year membership in the association (I am presumptuous since
in three weeks I will be 91) the remainder to be used as you judge
best.
With all good wishes I am,
Very truly yours , Kenneth Jenks

~

Legion of Honor
Consulate General of France

. .

I am sending several attachments so please use what
you wish . Dad seldom spoke of his years in the military, but he
watched any TV show that involved stories of WWII. Since his
death in 2007 I have been unable to find his war maps and compass . He and I reviewed his maps many times.
Sincerely, Pat Sagner Roth
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. decorated · for. bravery upon the :
•,1 ffold . ot action, .it
learned :
here todaY', .
. · , ·
·
_Technical_ Sergeant l'«ibeit ·:a:,: .•
cf~er, ;lr., of Rock. Rnn, has re- .
ce1ved the_ bronze star for ·heroic- .'
- action while · sening with his m- 1
• fa,ntrt divi.siop . iu ,. Belgium, .his' .~
r wife, 11.-:n·s • .Ma1~aret Sagner, was '1
1 informed tOday l>Y letter. . ·· · , i
t The medal' wa.s awarded Sgt. '
Sagn!\r · by ptder of Major· Gen- 1
T etal · Craig 1n art --01'der · issued "!
from 9th Infantry Division head_. ;

was

I.
r

Westbury's Jenks Honored for Service
¼temn ServedNearlJ 8 Ye~rJ (n U.S. Army

quarters.

·

.

·.

·

·

l

. Complete wording . of . the cita-'
t1~;1 read_as follows: .
']
R9bert H . .Sagner, Jr., , Tech--,
·, nical Sergeant , : 60th · Infantry . · ,
l. wh,.o distin~istied himself by1 he~
I .ro1c . -~hievement in . a c ti on •
s· ag!-liist the ew~my · on S iJptember ·l

1

Lewl,:Jn Lo!!dJ)l\

Q!l

• 5; 1944, in llie -•yici~ty ot· Bla;i- ·

.40y~bcha.,ti!Ccll

·w..,11*,.J.•N:'1", .

' m·ont, Belgium.

"Joke ha And 1 ·1.1·1ovc:d IP ~thur, 1~. ;rofy of
19
pnjoY9,J OP( 30 yelm'.hl

1 ~~

~

.ndi

.llil,,~6191')"'1. 19~7.,
later $Cnl'd uprc<fdent io :1993. .•
,
'"My ~~•~' f,rit nd, 0}'1)1; J~ ~OUf'~ or l~~
We,u imont ·h],r. mDSt b.Qlu~" JenU

=J:•fuwe

William Ewald
409 Howard St.
Cadillac, Ml 49601
The enclosed check should take care of my dues. Use
the extra as needed.
Reference my assignment to the 9th Inf. Div., Hq. Military
Intelligence Service ETOUSA Special Order 33, 11 Feb. '44 attached me to First U.S. Army for duty with 9th Inf. Div. First U.S.
Army, Special Order47 dated 16 Feb. '44 attached me to Hq, 9th
Inf. Div., Hq 9th Inf. Div., SO 44"dated 21 Feb. '44 ordered me to
report to AC of S, G2 for duty. G2 farmed me out to the 47th and
39th Inf. Regts. during the course of the war. I was awarded the
Bronze Star and Silver Star while with the 47th and the Oak Leaf
Cluster to the Silver Star while with the 39th . Ended the war while
with the 39th at Dessau, Germany. Was appointed Regiment S2
of the 39th in April 1946. My duty during the war was Regimental
Prisoner of War Interrogation Officer
My best wishes to the old timers of the 9th who are still
hanging in there. I will be 90 in November of this year.
Sincerely, Bill Ewald

t AlllbUShed

.•

··

by a superior en-

Walter Victor (91)
65th Annual Reunion

emy force, Sgt. •-Sag:i:ier's mortar
1 platoon was forced to withdra.w
• l from its Position and · leave its 1
weapons behind.
•
· •. •
r · • '"fhe last .to leave this ·po.si- '
, tion, _sgt. Sagner 1·eQrgahized his :
men and led them in a surprise·
assault on the enemy forces:
·
. "~eceiving._. supporting •Ji.r.~ 1
from an adJacent machip.e, iUU:
squad, l1e •!orced the enemy · ti> 1
reti:eat and sqcceeded ..
recov:.: f
er!!1-g his pl9i,tQonis .
f
· ,- Sgt.-·•Sagner's aggressive lead.!~ ..
ership, c9m1?lete . disregard .;:JofJ
perso~l -safetX, 'and · coririieo~ 1
actions . CO!l~ri)>Uted : lllatefially .t
.to .the :mcqess ot the opemtlons ~
and were.a 1Jre4.!t ;to himse,lf. a~4 •·
to the Armed For.ces· ot the ·.uni- ,

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Printed in Coatesville Record

City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _State: _ _ _ _9 Digit Zip Code: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

in. .
,veawns:".:: '._ ' ·

ted

States." · . . ., '

. .· . '• '

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
LADIES AUXILIARY
THE NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Membership Dues: $5.00 per year (Membership year: July I through June 30; All dues payable on or before July I)

Make checks payable to: Ladies Auxiliary Ninth Infantry Division

Mail to: Jean Geary, Treasurer;

Name:

E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Home Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Blaimont, Belgium
September 5, 1944

**** ****

Cell Phone:

-----•

D

}

CHECK CALLING PREFERENCE

**** ****

------------------------------------------------.
Secretary-Treasurer's Report
65th Annual Reunion General Meeting - General Fund Activity
Fiscal Year 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010

2010-2011
Officers
Paul Schumacher,

$ 9,301 .72

Cash On Hand (National Account 1 July 2009)
Revenue
Membership Dues
Donations - Memorial Fund
Donations - Octofoil Costs
Donations - Octofoil Library Project
CGM Fund Dividends
Sales - Decals & Route of March Maps
Special Postage Stamps
$ 316.00
Costs
224.00
Sales

Martin Gross, 1st V.P.
George Brown , 2nd V .P.

$ 3,835.00
1,929.00
1,450.00
250.00
303.47
31.00

Total Revenue
Expenses
Postage, Supplies & Misc. (Past Pres. Plaque, Ladies Aux. Dues, etc.)
Octofoil - 4 Issues & Editors Expenses
Utilities
Secretary-Treasurer Expenses
Remagen Bridge Memorial
Total Expenses

George Brown, Jdg. Adv.

I

1st Vice President
Martin Gross

$ 8,528.47

$

928.59
9,564.16
478.00
389.00
1 000.00

I
I
$12,359.75
I
I
Expenses exceeding revenue
($3,831.28)
I
I
Cash On Hand (National Account 30 June 2010)
$ 6,006.81
I
!I ________________________________________________ _

Price/Mug

Ship/Hndlg

Total Price

1 mug

$7.00

$10.25

$17.25

2 mug set

$6.50

$10.25

$23.25

3 mug set

$6.25

$10.25

$29.00

4 mug set

$6.00

$10.25

$34.25

3rd Vice President
Domenick Fiore

William Robey,
Secretary-Treasurer
William Robey

Martin Gross,

Judge Advocate
George Brown

Appointed Officials
Appointed Officials
Rev. Jeannie Higgins, Chaplain,
William Sauers, Octofoil Editor,

Phillips, Association Historian
Chaplain
Rev. Jeannie Higgins

11 oz. white ceramic mug, logo on both sides. Dishwasher and microwave safe.
Payment by CHECK or MONEY ORDER ONLY.

2nd Vice President
George Brown

Paul Schumacher,

Hen ] G. "Red"

The Ninth Infantry Division Association
Mugs For Sale

Qty.

President
Paul Schumacher

William Robey, Secty-Treas-

(91.00)
500.00

2009 Reunion Surplus

I

Officers
The Ninth Infantry Division Association

Officers and Board of Governors

Octofoil Editor
William Sauers

Association Historian
Henry G. "Red" Phillips

·- ·-· - ·- ·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·7

!

THE NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

1

j

! Make checks payable to : The Ninth Infantry Division Association, Inc.
I Send to: Willi

-Treasurer

Enclos
Name:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~Address:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _State:___9-Digit Zip Code:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·- ·-·-· -·-·-·-·
I wish to purchase _____ mug/mug set at a total purchase price of$_ _ _ _ __
QTY

NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone No.: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

• I was a member of:
I
j Battery:_ _ _--=---=--.,,..Company: _ _ _ _ _ _ Regiment: _ _ _ _ _ _Other 9th Unit: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
• I wish to sign-up for the following: (circle one or more)
Three Year Member: $35.00

Life Membership: a one time fee of $75.00

Regular Annual Member per year: $15.00

Associate Member - Octofoil Subscription Only: 3 years $25.00

ADDRESS: _ _ _ _~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I wish to make a donation to the following: (circle one or more and fill in the amount)

CITY:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _STATE: _ _ _ZIP: _ _ _ _ _ __

I wish to purchase the following: YES or NO (circle one)

EMAIL: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Make payable to: Mary Cooper

Send order form and payment to: Ma

Sustaining Member: $_ _ _ _Memorial Donation: $_ _ _ _ _ In Memory Of:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Coo er

Please allow 2 weeks for delivery after receipt of order. Shipped by USPS Priority Mail with free deliv
I a ,on. arger or ers an or oreign orders
require special handling and shipping . Contact Mary Cooper at 281-679-6216 or send email to: ztamkcooper@sbcglobal.net for pricing quote.
Fundraiser conducted by the Sons & Daughters Auxiliary of The Ninth Infantry Division Association.

**** ****

Ninth Infantry Division Association Decals: 2 for $1 .00

Greater New York

Michigan

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Chapter to be designated: (circle one)

Florida

Texas and the Greater Southwest

NONE

~--·---·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·J

**** ****

THE OCTOFOIL

FIRST CLASS
US.POSTAGE

2960 West 234th Street
Torrance, CA 90505-4104

PAID
PERMIT#425
SOUTHERN,MD

Return Service Requested

r- ·-·-·-·- ·-· - ·-·-·- ·-·-·-·- ·- ·- ·-·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-· - ·-· - ·- ·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·,
66th ANNUAL REUNION
Tuesday to Thursday, July 12-14, 2011
SHERATION HOTEL-NEW ORLEANS
500 CANAL STREET
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130

j
·

Make payments by CHECK OR MONEY ORDER payable to: 66th Reunion 2011 . Mail the below completed Room Reservation Form with the
payment to:
William G. Rober: Reunion Chairman
Deposits of $200.00 per person must be made by April 1, 2011 . Final payment MUST BE MADE BY JUNE 1, 2011 . Reservations made after June 1,
2011 will be subject to room availability. If final payment is not made by June 1, 2011 , then deposit will be refunded and reservation cancelled. All
reservations MUST BE MADE with this form. DO NOT CALL THE HOTEL DIRECT[LY].
For more information, call Bill Robey at 301-567-4290 or 301-221-9969.
ROOM RESERVATION FORM

Departure Date:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I Arrival Date:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I

i Name:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Spouse/Guest: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
!Address:
I
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -9th Div. Unit:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

j City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _State:_ _9-Digit Zip Code:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I· Home Phone:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Cell/Work Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
If other than M/M, I will share with: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Special Requests: (Handicap Room, special diet, etc.)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ROOM RATES PER PERSON for our 3 night stay, which includes rooms , reception party, banquet, 3 breakfasts including gratuities for these events
only and Saturday night entertainment.
I Accommodations -

j
·

Please circle below: These prices are PER PERSON
SINGLE
DOUBLE
640.00
465.00

TRIPLE
405.00

QUAD
375.00

!Hotel will give us the same special room rate ($99 plus tax) for 3 days before and 3 days after our reunion for those who want to stay longer in New Orleans. Please indicate on the form if you wish extra
I days. Cost will be added to above. The costs for meals, etc., will be figured separately for those who only want to attend functions and not stay at the hotel. Check with Bill Robey at above phone
· number for these costs.
,

I·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-

**** ****

